Rev. 1a

Settrington Parish Council

DRAFT Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall (YO17 8NR) on Wednesday 12 November 2025 at 7 p.m. 
1. Open Forum: Mrs Sue Harrison presented Attachment 1a, regarding the mowing of the beckside. The Chairman thanked Mrs Harrison for her views, and tacitly agreed to take them into consideration in Item 6 e) ii) below

2. Apologies for Absence: Cllr. Norman Lamb (NL)
Present: Cllr. Dean Wise (DW) [Chairman], Cllr. Gervase Dawidek (GD) [Vice Chairman], Cllr. Kevin Ashdown (KA), Cllr. Charlotte Duggleby (CD), Cllr. Simon Flounders (SF), Cllr. John Harrison (JH), Cllr. Jason Lamb, Cllr. Peter Smith (PS), Bruce Skinner (BS) [Clerk/RFO].
Members of the public: Cllr. Caroline Goodrick

PS left the meeting at 8.15 p.m.

3. Declaration of Interest
There were no declarations of interest regarding items on the agenda.

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Members present Unanimously Resolved to
accept the draft minutes of the 10 September 2025 Ordinary Meeting
Proposed: KA	Seconded: GD	Votes: Unanimous

5. Invitee Cllr. Caroline Goodrick: Cllr. Goodrick updated members present on such matters as:
- the air quality rationale behind the weight limit on County Bridge
- traffic through Settrington and speeding
- the Planning status of the Beverley Road housing development, and its access
  to the A64
- the Yorkshire Water (YW) project on Beverley Road
Cllr. Goodrick agreed to source and provide figures for the Butchers’ Corner et al air quality measurements, and, if possible, details of the YW development

6. [bookmark: _Hlk213916287]Matters To Be Discussed:

c) Village Estate Management:
    i)   Grass Cutting: PS reported that the last cut of the season is currently
         underway, and that as a result of the dry summer and kind assistance from
         residents, there is likely to be a significant underspend
    ii)  Mosaic Plan: As the current 3 year Plan is now expiring, future plans will be 
         agreed at the January 2026 Meeting
    iii) Beck Management:
         a) Reeds: KA reported that Dr Featherstone’s had reiterated his view that
             spraying of the reeds was ineffectual
         b) Beck Clearance: PS advised that EA and NY, in e-mails that will be 
             copied to cllrs., have advised that removal of excess vegetation is a
             riparian owner’s responsibility and that land drainage consent will not be
             required. 
             Compacted removed vegetation should be placed on the beck side, far
             enough away from the bank that it does not re-enter the water.
             The operation should take place in accordance with the above 
             referenced NYC e-mail conditions, and not until after the trout spawning 
             season has ended.
             On the above basis, NL has kindly offered, at no cost, to use 
             mechanical equipment to sympathetically clear the beck of reeds and
             built-up sediment, growth etc,, taking care to avoid widening the 
             channel, except where the banks have encroached, mainly due to reeds.
             It was Resolved to accept NL’s offer to clear the beck as 
             detailed/defined above.
             Proposed: PS	Seconded: KA  Votes: For: 5   Against: 0    Abstentions: 3 
             [JH read-out his Attachment 1b, which sets the matter in context by 
             reviewing the history of beck clearance]
      iv) Trees: KA presented the outcome of his, and Gary’s, quinquennial review
           of the state of the PC’s trees. A typed version of his recommendations will 
           be copied to cllrs for comment/amendment.
           As all trees in the Conservation Area are subject to a Tree Preservation
           Order (TPO), any agreed proposals for significant ‘pruning’ or of felling, 
           will need to be the subject of a Tree Works Order application to NYC.
           In the meantime, for provisional budgetary purposes, tree surgeon, Gary, 
           will be asked to provide an estimate of the cost of carrying out all of his, 
           and KA’s, recommendations.
              
 a) Finance: 
       i)  Current financial situation: Clerk/RFO referred to the end October 
           statement (Attachment 2) which had been copied to cllrs ahead of the 
           meeting, highlighting that it is very healthy as a result of an underspend in 
           such areas as grass cutting
       ii) 2026/27 Budget/Precept: Clerk referred to the Budget/Proposal 
           (Attachment 3) which had been copied to cllrs ahead of the meeting, which
           proposes, as a prudent measure maintaining the Precept at its current, 
           £7000, level. It was Unanimously Resolved to accept this proposal   

b) Road Safety:
       i)  VAS: SF regretted that the data which he had intended to download for 
           analysis had been unintentionally deleted. The apparatus is currently 
           installed at the road bridge facing the school.
       ii) Beckside speed reduction: PS reported that, as a gate would not be
           permitted, he has yet to receive any NYC Highways suggestions for 
           means other than a gate to control Beckside speeding         
     d) Quarry: 
             i)  Activity: Quarry Liaison Rep. KA reported that the operator is still 
                awaiting the outcome of NYC’s deliberations regarding S106 before 
                finalising plans to restart operation                   
            ii) Review of Old Mineral Permission (ROMP): It too awaits the above
                outcome
            iii) Sir Richard’s letter: Clerk has clarified to Sir Richard that the PC does not 
                 own the quarry. Meanwhile, it was agreed that, as Sir Richard suggests in 
                 his opening paragraph, a copy of his letter should be sent to NYC for 
                 information                              
    e) Miscellaneous:
            i)   Beckside ‘land drain’: SF has spread a substantial amount of topsoil over 
                 the area to facilitate regrowth and mowing
            ii)  Surveys, consultations, etc.: SF reported that he has completed the 
                 following surveys/consultations:
                 - North Yorkshire Priority Survey 
                 - Neighbourhood Governance consultation
                 - Mobile phone theft survey 
                 - Early retirement survey
                 - Neighbourhood Alert National Community Survey 2025
                 JL will now take over this role until the January Meeting 
            iii)  Speed Watch: After some discussion, it was Resolved that the PC 
                  should sign-in to the Gillian Taylor ‘Speed Watch’ campaign
                  Proposed: GD	Seconded:  CD  Votes: For: 7  Against: 1 Abstentions: 0
            iv)  IT Policy: It was Unanimously Resolved to Adopt the final version of 
                  the IT Policy that had been copied to cllrs ahead of the Meeting
            v)   Bonfires: There had been a mixed reaction from recipients of the
                  distributed leaflets
            vi)  Village Hall: DW report that discussion with Rosemary Mitchell and 
                  Pauline Durant resulted in agreement that the parties should advise each 
                  other of matters of mutual interest       
            vii)  gov.uk E-mail use: It is now a requirement for e-mail correspondence on
                  PC business between cllrs and officers should use the parties’ gov.uk e-
                  mail accounts.
                  As a preamble to this, Clerk has for some weeks been sending duplicate 
                  e-mails to cllrs’ personal and gov.uk e-mails.
                  Now, when as soon as he is aware that all cllrs are able to access their 
                  gov.uk accounts, as the next step towards routine/default use, he intends
                  to send business e-mails to cllrs’ gov.uk recipient accounts only, with just 
                  heralding e-mails to their personal accounts
            viii) Footpath ROW: After considerable discussion, it was agreed that, as 
                  there is an acceptable alternative, it is not productive to pursue 
                  (re?)instatement of the ROW/footpath between Centenary Way/Town 
                  Street Lane and Westfield Farm.

7.     Representation reports:

	Neighbourhood Watch
	Vacant  

	Litter Picking
	John Harrison

	Quarry Liaison 
	Kevin Ashdown

	[bookmark: _Hlk181277283]YLCA Branch Representative 
	Dean Wise


[bookmark: _Hlk213919275][bookmark: _Hlk130110495]
No reports

8.    Planning:
         i)     Application for the purposes of the Review of Mineral Permission
                (ROMP) C3/117/59A/IDO dated 22 May 1996 at Settrington Quarry –
                See Item 6 d) ii) above 
         ii)    Planning Application: ZE25/01016/HOUSE
                Internal restoration works, replacement of all windows and front and rear 
                doors, repointing of front stonework and rendering of rear extension.
                Installation of a boiler flue and 3no. extraction vents to rear roof slope. 
                Installation of oil tank in garden, installation of decking in rear garden and
                erection of summer house, at School House 15 Chapel Road 
                Clerk advised NYC Planning that there were No Observations
         iii )  Listed Building Consent: ZE25/01017/LBC
                Details as above 
                Clerk advised NYC Planning that there were No Observations
 9.    AOB:    None      
       
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.21 p.m.
Next meeting: 14 January 2026 at 7 p.m. in the Village Hall

Signed: …………………………………… Date. ……………………..


Appendix 1a
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 12 NOVEMBER 2025

Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I am sure that you have all heard that bee populations are declining and with them many of the birds and mammals which were common years ago. John recollects finding a corncrake nest and seeing red squirrels in the woods. Lapwing numbers have declined in recent years and when did you last hear a cuckoo? Likewise, when did you last have to clean your car windscreen of insect bodies after a country drive? 

The conservation charity Plantlife records the loss of 97% of species rich grasslands in the UK over the past century. The Living Planet lndex charts a decline in global wildlife populations of 73% in half that time. Bees and other pollinating insects may be at the bottom of the food chain, but without them there would be no fruit or vegetables. Much of this decline is a result of the last war - farmers were encouraged to cultivate every available area for food production. Hedges were pulled up and grasslands ploughed to make larger fields for ever bigger machinery. It is important that insects, birds and mammals have corridors of wildflowers and long grass to link areas of good habitat. Settrington Beck is one such corridor to link the Mill Plantation and estate woodlands to the more natural margins of the beck on the northern edge of the village, especially as many of the large gardens on the beckside have been laid to lawn in place of vegetables and flowers. 
I have therefore been disappointed when the previously agreed compromise mowing plan was not adhered to and the one metre unmown area each side of the beck as recommended by the River Authority has been eroded in some places. The recent petition of some 50 names for partly re-wilding the beckside represents a considerable number of the some 250 village residents. I appreciate that some wish to see all the area mown and there will probably be a simitar number of residents who don’t care either way. That is why I support a compromise plan which would leave an unmown area at the southern end of the beck, with those mowing the beckside being made aware of the one metre margin to be left uncut.
Sue Harrison 2025


Appendix 1b
SETTRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL - HISTORY OF SETTRINGTON BECK - NOVEMBER 2025 
The history of Settrington Beck is interesting and pertinent to the present time. History has a habit of repeating itself. Well within my father's memory the beckside was grazed by several flocks of geese owned by beckside residents. The geese ate the grass and weeds as shown by an early photograph of the middle ford area. I cannot see the present residents being happy with what the geese might leave on the footpaths. 
Subsequently the edges of the beck were chopped with a spade by the late Walter Smith and then by his son Noel. After that no one could be found to trim it by hand and it was left to the winter storms to clear the weed, which it generally did. A considerable amount of the weed is watercress, an edible plant which at least one resident has eaten. Perhaps residents could be encouraged to do likewise, which would solve part of the problem. 
For about ten years Sue and I ran a nature club at the school and a favourite activity with the children was beck-dipping. It was amazing what could be found - Mayfly and Cranefly larvae, newt tadpoles (including Great Crested Newts), Bullheads, Minnows, Sticklebacks, freshwater Lampreys, occasional Brown Trout, Eels and many other invertebrates. The fish were always sheltering under the weed. Lately Signal Crayfish, an introduced species, have multiplied at the expense of the native White-clawed Crayfish. The introduced species undermines the bank, and the native species has no immunity to a disease passed on by the introduced crayfish. It was possibly introduced by escaping from an ornamental. pond. 
The Parish Council has been trying for many years to think of a way of clearing the weed from the beck. It was once sprayed with Glyphosate (Roundup) which is not toxic to fish and invertebrates. The weeds were killed, but very quickly re-established. The Parish Council asked Norman Lamb to dredge the beck with a JCB which widened the stream and resulted in a much slower water flow in dry periods with more weeds choking it. A slow water flow in dry periods always allows weeds to grow and we have to wait for the winter storms to flush away the weed growth. 
ln 1995 when Colin Wigglesworth was the PC Secretary and we were having the same discussions we are having now, Colin requested surveys from the Environment Agency, the National Rivers Authority and FWAG. These reports, of which I still have copies, warned of dredging the beck which would lead to increasing the width of the stream and slower flow which could result in the formation of toxic algae. I believe that a Licence would be required from the NRA if such an operation was thought to be required. ln recent times the PC looked into the possibility of less water being diverted into the take by Settrington Estate in dry times. It was found that as this process was historic nothing could be done. It is obvious that the lake, which is approximately 4 acres, loses a vast amount of water by evaporation in dry spells such as we had this summer leaving the beck starved of even more water. 
Recent excavations near the brick bridge appear to have made the situation worse by creating an island under the centre of the bridge, as Nicola Wise predicted in a letter to the PC. After unsuccessfully trying out most possibilities over the years, it would appear that we should leave nature to take its course, as happens outside the perimeters of the village. 
Note - Clearing the reeds may be a necessity - when I was spot-spraying them along with the rest of the beckside they were kept at bay. They were sprayed two or even three times close together with Glyphosate plus an enhancer (possibly citric acid). The weed growth is exacerbated by the high nitrate content of the water. 
John Harrison 2025

Appendix 2
Settrington PC Finance Report 7 months to 31/10/2025 

Balance at start of year (01/04/25) £12,989 – split:

Skipton    £5,143
H&R          £  5,000
Virgin c/a £2,843
Barclays  £         3

Income:

Total income £7,634

	30/04/2025
	Precept – tranche 1
	£3,500

	01/05/2025
	Others – Chestnut Cottage Wayleave
	£         1

	17/06/2025
	NYCC – Grass Cutting Allowance
	£    269

	20/06/2025
	VAT reclaim (05/23 to 04/25)
	£    364

	29/09/2025
	Precept – tranche 2
	£3,500



Expenditure:

Total expenditure £3,430

	01/04/2025
	Memberships (YLCA)
	£155

	11/04/2025
	Insurance
	£241

	21/04/2025
	NYCC (2024/25 Electricity)
	£334

	04/05/2025
	Audit Fee (2024/25)
	£   50

	06/06/2025
	Parish Online (web site)
	£378

	17/06/2025
	Village Hall Hire x6 (2024/25)
	£  81

	17/06/2025
	VH defibrillator Contribution
	£150

	20/06/2025
	Grass cutting (cut 1)
	£726

	02/07/2025
	Clerk Remuneration
	£356

	02/07/2025
	Clerk Expenses
	£  56

	17/07/2025
	YLCA – Chair Training
	£  91

	20/08/25
	Grass Cutting (cut 2)
	£451

	24/09/2025
	Clerk Remuneration
	£356

	24/09/2025
	Clerk Expenses
	£     5

	26/10/2025
	Settrington PCC – Cemetery Upkeep
	£350




Funds Carried Forward @31/08/2025:

Funds B/F                            £14,054
Income for period             £   3,500
Expenditure for period    £       711
Funds C/F                            £16,843
Split:

Virgin c/a £  6,697
Skipton    £  5,143
H&R          £  5,000
Barclays  £           3
Total         £16,843

Notes:  
· VAT claimed & received £364 (12/05/2023 to 30/04/2025)
· Vat to claim £63 (not included in above figures)
· Skipton interest rate reduced to 2.3% (01/09/25)
· Hinkley & Rugby BS interest rate 1.75% (29/08/25)


	Appendix 3

2026/27 Budget
	
	
	

	
	Estimate
	Hence Precept
	Budget

	Receipts
	
	
	

	Precept
	
	7,881.70
	7,000.00

	Balance from last year 
	1,500.00
	
	1,500.00

	
	1,500.00
	
	8,500.00

	
	
	
	

	VAT reclaim 
	
	
	

	Grass cutting - NYC
	300.00
	
	300.00

	Chestnut Cottage
	1.00
	
	1.00

	BEDK
	2.30
	
	2.30

	Grants
	0.00
	
	0.00

	Skipton & H&R Saver A/Cs
	150.00
	
	150.00

	Miscellaneous
	0.00
	
	0.00

	Total Box 3
	453.30
	
	453.30

	
	
	
	

	Total Income
	1,953.30
	
	8,953.30

	
	
	
	

	Expenses
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Clerk's salary
	1,500.00
	
	1,500.00

	
	
	
	 

	Totals - Box 4
	1,500.00
	
	1,500.00

	
	
	
	

	YLCA Membership
	165.00
	
	165.00

	Street Lighting Maint.
	0.00
	
	0.00

	Street light energy
	500.00
	
	500.00

	Village Hall Rent 
	120.00
	
	120.00

	Zurich Insurance
	300.00
	
	300.00

	Audit fees
	60.00
	
	60.00

	Printing & Stationary, etc.
	100.00
	
	100.00

	Grass cutting
	2,200.00
	
	2,200.00

	Care of village trees
	0.00
	
	0.00

	CPRE membership
	40.00
	
	40.00

	Settrington Cemetery fund
	350.00
	
	350.00

	Miscellaneous 
	500.00
	
	500.00

	Website
	400.00
	
	400.00

	Handyman
	100.00
	
	100.00

	Beck management
	3,000.00
	
	3,000.00

	Contributions to VH funding
	500.00
	
	500.00

	Totals - Box 6
	8,335.00
	
	8,335.00

	
	
	
	

	Total - Expenses
	9,835.00
	
	9,835.00

	
	
	
	

	
	-7,881.70
	
	-881.70





