

  Settrington Parish Council

DRAFT Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 9 September 2026 
1. Open Forum: No residents attended for this purpose

2. Apologies for Absence: Cllr. Norman Lamb (NL), Cllr. Tim Manners (TM) Present: Cllr. Dean Wise (DW) [Chairman], Cllr. Gervase Dawidek (GD) [Vice Chairman], Cllr. Simon Flounders (SF), Cllr. John Harrison (JH), Cllr. Jason Lamb, Cllr. Ruth Russell (RR), Bruce Skinner (BS) [Clerk/RFO].
Members of the Public: Police Officer PC1522 Chris Gill, Mr C Dunn
Members participating Unanimously Resolved that the Council approved TM and NL’s reasons for their absences.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk239859398]Membership
a) Resignation: Cllr. Charlotte Duggleby (CD) had resigned from her role as councillor on the day of the meeting.
The Chairman expressed his wish that it should be recorded in these Minutes, and, by copy, expressed to Charlotte, the PC’s grateful thanks for her valuable contribution to the council, her counsel, and her interest in village matters.
b) Co-option: There was only a single candidate for co-option to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Cllr. Peter Smith.  
In conformity with the NYC Elections instruction that [we] ‘must, as soon as practicable, co-opt duly qualified persons to fill the vacancy’, and the PC’s Co-option Policy, that ‘the next suitable council meeting will have an agenda item 'To …. co-opt a candidate to fill the existing vacancy', it was Resolved to co-opt sole applicant Mrs Ruth Russell as councillor.
Cllr. Ruth Russell signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and was asked to complete and return to the Clerk her completed Register of Interests form.
Chairman, DW, welcomed Cllr. Ruth Russell (RR) back to the parish council

4. Declaration of Interest
There were no declarations of interest regarding items on the agenda

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Members present Unanimously Resolved to
accept the draft minutes of the 8 July 2026 Ordinary Meeting
Proposed: JS	Seconded: JL	   Votes: Unanimous

6. Matters To Be Discussed:

a) Finance:
       i) Current financial situation: Cllrs had been copied with the latest financial
          statement prior to the meeting; Clerk/RFO summarised that it was as
          budgeted
b) Road Safety:
       i)  VAS: SF had copied the data from the last 8 weeks’ siting of the shared
           VAS’s on Forkers Lane. After a very considerable discussion, involving
           Police Constable Gill, it was agreed that the PC should request NYC
           Highways to install a full width road hump on Forkers Lane, in advance of
           the 30mph zone.
           And that consideration should be given to requesting similar measures at 
           the other two entries to the village.
       iii) Traffic Calming Sub-committee:             
           a)  PC’s own VAS(s): JL reported that efforts were continuing to source
                grant funding; commenting that 2026 grant funds generally seem to
                have been exhausted                
           c)  Residents’ Speed Watch Team: BS reported that the only response to
                the suggestion had been from the school head teacher; who advised
                that parents will be asked if they are interested in helping with a speed 
                watch team, and that they will send out details with their next 
                newsletter
              
c) Village Estate Management:
        i)  Grass Cutting: CD having resigned, JL volunteered to assume the
            position of Grass Cutting Czar, and the PC’s Nominated Representative 
            for the grass cutting contract. It was agreed that it was too early to make a
            decision regarding the timing of the second, and presumably last, cut of 
            the year. 
       ii)  Beckside grass cutting 2027: It was agreed to defer the discussion of 
            options until the November meeting
       iii)  Verge mowing:
             - Beckside residences: It was agreed that routine strimming of unkempt
               grass verges alongside the beckside face of garden walls, should 
               become part of the grass cutting contractor’s remit
             - Roadside wide verges: It was unanimously Resolved that NL should be
               asked to continue to cut the first breed of the left-hand verges between 
               Orchard House and the quarry cross roads; with the subject of further
               cutting to be discussed at the next meeting with NL’s attendance 
       iv)  Volunteers’ Public Liability: Clerk reported that there had been no 
             response to the PC’s offer to include volunteer mowers in the PC’s 
             insurance’s cover. At the meeting, two cllrs said they would be doing so 
             forthwith
       v)   Beck Clearance: It was Resolved that, subject to confirmation at the 
             January meeting, as a trial, routine spraying of the beck rushes with 
             Roundup (probably 2-3 times during the year) would be carried out 
             through the 2027 season. RR kindly agreed to do this (with PC 
             reimbursement of the cost of the Roundup)
[bookmark: _Hlk239928338]
d) Quarry: 
        i)   Activity: Clerk regretted that his contacts had not responded to his update
             request. However, it seems that the quarry is resuming operation, which
             suggests that the S106 process has been completed. 
        ii)  Review of Old Mineral Permission (ROMP): If the S106 process has 
            indeed been completed, presumably the ROMP is progressing too. 
            
e) Miscellaneous:
       i)   Surveys/Consultations: SF will now take over this role from CD
       ii)  PROW: 
            - GD gave a detailed overview of, on balance, progress achieved by
               himself and TM
            - GD will explore the availability of a section of metal footbridge which
               could be used as a drainage ditch crossing 
            - Kindly visiting from Killinghall, PROW enthusiast Mr Dunn gave a 
               spirited presentation of how to progress the objective of maintaining and 
               increasing the range of the village’s PROWs  
       iii)  Fostering more residents’ interest in PC matters: JL advised that a
             Facebook page has been established, essentially giving ready access to
             Minutes of meetings, highlighting the items likely to be of local interest,
             and encouraging feedback
       iv)  Biodiversity Policy: As heralded at the last meeting, it was Resolved to 
             adopt the appended Biodiversity Policy
             Proposed: DW	Seconded: JH	Votes: Unanimous  
       v)   Under-grounding of power lines: It was Resolved to contact Northern 
             Powergrid and correct an apparently existing misunderstanding, by 
             stressing that Settrington would be in favour of undergrounding power 
             and communication lines
             Proposed: BW	Seconded: SF	Votes: Unanimous       

7.     Representation reports:

	Neighbourhood Watch
	Vacant  

	Litter Picking
	John Harrison

	Quarry Liaison 
	Bruce Skinner

	YLCA Branch Representative 
	Dean Wise



Nothing to report
7    Planning:
         i)    Application for the purposes of the Review of Mineral Permission
               (ROMP) C3/117/59A/IDO dated 22 May 1996 at Settrington Quarry –
               See Item 6 d) ii) above 
         ii)   Application ZE26/00668/CAT: Crown reduction of 1no. Common Yew Tree 
               to reduce height from 9m to 6m and spread from 8m to 5m. Crown 
               reduction of 1no. Bird Cherry Tree to reduce height from 8m to 5m at Yew 
               Tree House Back Lane.
               The PC had no Observations to make regarding this Application.

8.    AOB 
          i)    Improvements to mill footbridge: It was agreed that, subject to confirmation
                that this not a shortfall on NYC’s contractor’s part, PC will obtain, spread 
                and seed topsoil to restore the scar left on the grass verge  
          ii)   Mobile Phone Reception: It was agreed (in his absence) that, having
                raised the issue, TM would be requested to research how to complain
                regarding the poor mobile phone reception in the village, and then, with the
                PC’s endorsement, pursue improvement      

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.


Signed: ………………………………………………  Date: …………………….

