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To be eonrgrleted only by Locatr eouneils, lnterma! ffiralnage Boards and othen srmailer

multhCIrities" wher.e the higher of gross ineor*re *r SrCIss expenditure was *25,&S0 or !ess,

ttrat nteet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY tl"lemselves as HXHIUIPT frorn

a limlted fis$urarice review

6uidance notes on completing Form 2 of the,&nnual Gpvernanee and Accol."tntability
Return *0?5/?6

1" Every smailer authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was f25,000 or

less must, after the end of each financial year, complete Farm 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

") does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or

ur does not wish to certify itself as exempt

Z. Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annuai income or gross annual expenditure does nat exceed

t2S,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Cerlificate of Exemption are able to declare
themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the

external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:
! a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by emaii or by

post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026 Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for which the

Authority will be charged [40 +VAT for each letter; and

b) The Annual Governance and Accnuntability Retum {Form 2) which is rnade up of:

c)&nnual lnternalAudit Report {page 4} must be cornpleted by the authority's internal auditor.

d) $ection '! *,&nnual Governance $tatement {page 5} must be cornpleted and approved by the authority.

e) $ecticn 2 * Accotsnting $taterments {page S} must be completed and approved by the authority. NOTE:

Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the cornpleted Annual Governance
and .Accountability Return to the external auditsr.

3. The authority mus{approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement hefore approving Section 2 Accounting

Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority websiteiwebpage before 1 July 2026

Fu bl ication Requ inernents
Smaller authorities rnust publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the

Accounts and Audit Regutations 2015, the Local Audit (Smatter Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the

Transparency Code for SmallerAuthorities. These include:
r Oertificate of Exernption, Page 3
-* Annlra! lnterna!Auldit Report 2028126, page 4

" Seetion '! * Annual Governance $tatement 202512S, page 5

" $ection 2 - Aecounting Staternents 20251?6, page 6
. Analysis of variances
. Bank reconciliation
" Notiee of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Llmited Assurance R.eview
Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. lf so, the authority should not certify itself

as exempt or complete the Certificate of Exemption- tnstead it shoutd comptete Form 3 of the AGAR

2A25126 and return it to the external auditor together with the supporling documentation requested by

the external auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be 9210 *VAT.

Provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed

under'Publication Requirements', there is no requirement for the authority to have a review.

The Annual Go'yeinance i:nd Accountability Return constitLrtes the annual retLinr referred to iri theAccounts and Auclit Regulatir:ns 2C15

Throughout, the worCs external auciilcr' have the sanre meaning as the words 'local auditor' in the Accounts and Auciit Regulatiotrs 2015.

-k:racontplete/lslofbodies lhaimaybe sntalleratiltorittesrclertasche,ttttle2ti:;theLacal AttditanclAccountabili.tyAct20l4.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A25126 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainaqe Boards and other SmailerAuthorities
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Guidanee notes on csmpleting Fonrn 2 of thc Annual Gevvsnnanee and
r&ecour"rtability R.eturn {AGAR} 2SZSI2S, $eetions "l and 2
, An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review must do

soatameetingoftheauthorityafter3l lVlarch2026.ltshouldnotsubmititsAnnual Governanceand
Accountability Return to the external auditor. However, as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

. The Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder
letters will incur a charge of f40 +VAT for each letter.

. The authority must cornply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the
Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in the Pracf itioners'Guide* which is updated from
time to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end,

. The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternal Audit Repofi before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

. The Annual Governance Statement (section 1) rnust be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section

2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) rnust certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented

to the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

. The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days
for inspection (this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of
July.

lvlake sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initiatted.

. Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed off.

. You must inrform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer on

Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone nurnbers.
. The authority must publish nurnerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting

statements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Pracfitioners'Guide" which may assist.

. tVake sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2A2\ equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026)

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights for a single period of 30 working days for inspection ( this excludes weekends and
public Holidays) which must include the first ten working days of July.

. The authority n'lust pubtish, on the authority website/webpage, the information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and

address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

*Sovernanc e and Accountabitity for Smaller Autharities in Engtand - a Practitianers' 6uide ta Praper Pracfices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc"gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A25126 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainaqe Boards and other SmailerAuthorities

Have all highlighted boxes been completed?

Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been pul:lished?

All sections

Haveallhighiighted boxes been completed i:,ythe internal auditorand expianations provicled?lnternal Audit Report

Fcr any statementto which the response is'no', is an explatration available for publication'lSection 1

Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accr:unting statements before
presentation to the authr:rity for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting staternents been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanatlon of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 202{i been reconciled to Box 8?

Section 2

ls an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box B availabie, should
a questicn be raised by a local eiector andior an interested party?

Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? (Lacal Councils only)

Sections '1 and 2
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Certiflcate of Exenrption - AGAR 2S25126 Form 2

To be cornpleted by smaller authorities where the higher of gross inconre or gro55

expenditure did not exceed [25,000 in the year of account ended 31 hlarch 2A26 and that
wish to certity themselves as exempt frorn a limited assurance review under Section I of

the l-ocal Audit (SmallerAuthorities) Regulations 201 5

There is no requirement to have a timited assurance review or to submit an Annual Govemance and

Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a

meeting of the authority after 31 fularch 2A26 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no

later than 30 June 2026 notifying the external auditor.

Settrington Parish Council

certifies that during the financial year 2025/26, the higher of the authority's total gross income for

the year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed €25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2025126: L7,832

Total annual gross expendlture for the authority 2A25126: t5,427

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited

\_;ssur3!-tce review witt stilf be required. lf an authority is unabfe to confirm the statements below then it
cannot cergfy itself as exempt and it rnust submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return

Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of f210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirrning that:

. The authority was in existence on 1st April2022

. ln relation to the preceding financial year {2A24125), the external auditor has not:
. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relatlng to the authority or any entity connected with it

" issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act

2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice
. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and

the apptication has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
. The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person rnade an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received Eross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,

exceeding f,25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor

either by email or by post (not both).

\*, he Annual lnternalAudit Repod, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of

variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit

Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,

along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage" before 1 July 2A26.

Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed b5r the Responsii:le Financial Officer Date I confirm that this Ceftificate of
Exemption was approved by
this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:Signed by Chair Date

Generic email address of Authority

clerk@settrington parishcou nci[. gov. u k

*Pui:lished web address

https ://settri n gton paris hco u n ci l. g ov. u k

ONLY this Centificate of Exernption sl'lould be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as $CIon as possible after certificatlon to your external auditor, but no later
tlran 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of [40 + VAT.

Annual Governance and Accountabiliiy Return 2025126 Form 2
Local Councils, !nternal Drainaqe Boards and oiher SmallerAuthorities

Telephone number

01944 768276
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Anmual nnternafi Audit Report 2*AS/2ffi

Settrington Parish Council

https :i/settrin gtonparishcou nci l. gov' u k

During the financial year ended 3'l N/arch 2026, this authority's internal aurjitor acting independently and on

the basls of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the rejevant

procedures and controls in operation and obtairred appropriate evidence frorn the authority.

The internal audit for 2025126 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned

coverage. on the basis of the tindings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in

this tabie. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions

on whether, in all significarrt respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year

to a standard adequate to nreet the needs of this authority.

A. Apprcpriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year

StSf rr:d ann'l U birate agau entrem u Ite pr00essclgetary progTh ratesor adeqt_J reqprecept
riate.wereonitoredm andWASttre regr;larl vbudgei

fr. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly r-ecorded and prom ptly

nanked; and VAT was a riatel accounted for

F. Ca*qh payments u,ere properJy supported by recejpts, all cash e.rpenditure \A/as appro ved

and VAT appropriatel acccurrteci for

G. Salaries tc ernployees and allowances to members were paid in accordance

approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied
with this authority's

properly ima inta nedeteI na ad andccurateents stersi re coaAsset .1n ni vesttn mp!.t reg

Ii. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properiy carried out during the year

J" Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on

(receipts and payments or itrconte and expenditure), agreed to the

adequate audit trail from unclerlying records and where appropriate

the correct accounting basis
cash book, suppofted bY an

debtclr-s and creditors were

roperly recorded

forod !ieCXthefr:rd ath a thU pericorrectlyority providefr'l the COVC thisred byyear
A2A25n6 r1GAati ons lheAccounts nda dAu per'iod,itfr th Regu duringblic vU qhts requip

and/ornoticea websllethe(JrlI{A videncedrela anlit iheta 2A24-25 bywere rightspublic
fhe dales sef,)ved minutes

N. The ar,,thorlty has complied with the pubJication requirements for 2024125 AGAR
'see AGAR Pa 7 Guldance tVotes,

0. The authority has compiied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and

data compliance.

;
F. {For local councils onlY}

Trust funds {including charitable * The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supporled by invoices, all

expenditure was approved and VAT was approPriate accounted for.

l. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacY

of arranqements to manage these

K" lf the authority certified itseif as exempt from a limited assu!"ance review in 2024125, it met the

exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (lf the authority had a limited assurance

review of its 2024125 AGAR tick "not

i.-. The aruthority published tlre req uired information on a websiteiwebpage up to date at the time of

the internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas ofi separate sheets if

neeoed;. Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internai audit

Signature of person who
ca?riecl or:t the internal audit Date

*lf the respcnse is ,no, please state the implications and action beirrg tal<en to address any rveakness in control identified (add separate shee'ts if needeil)'

'"*l,lote: lf tiie respcnse rs 'no1 coverec.j' please state when the irost recent internal audrt wr:rk was done itr lhis area and ',vi:en it is next planned: or.

if coverage is nol r.equired, tlre annual internal ar-rdit reporl nlustexplain why rrot (add separate sheets if needed).

Annuai Governance and Accountability Retuirn 2A25126 Form 2

Local Coutrcils, lnternal Drainaqe Boards and other SmallerAuthgrities
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$ection ,! - Annual Governance statennent 2$25/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

Settrington Parish Council

our responsihility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for

the preparation bf the Accounting statements. we confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

,".p""ito the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 hi'larch 2026, that:

prepared its accounting sfalemenfs in accardance

with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.r'1. We have Put in

management d

place arrangements for effectlve financial

uring the year, and for the preparation of

the accounting statements
made proper arrangements and accepted respansibility

for safeguarding the public money and resources ln

its charge.
t/

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control

including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud

and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

has only done what it has the legal power ta do and has

comptied with Proper Pracfrces in doing so-

t/

during the year gave a// persons rnferesled the opportunity ta

inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts'r'4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for

the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the

uirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations'req
considered and documented the financial and other risks

faces and dealt with them properly.
it

./
5" We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this

authority and took appropriate steps to manage those

risks, including the introduction of internal controls andlor

external insurance cover where required.

arranged for a campetent person, independent of the financial

controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether

internalconfrols meet the needs of this smaller authority'

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate a

effective system of internal audit of the accounting

records and control sYstems.

nd

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and

external audit.
?. We took appropriate action on all matters raised

in reports from internal and external audit.

disc/osed everything it shauld have about its

during the year including events taking place
business acflultY
a{ter the year

end if relevant.r'
L We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or

commitments, events or transactions, occurring either

during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on

this authority and, where appropriate. have irrcluded them

in the accounting statements.
has met att of its responsibilities where as a body

corporate ft r's a sole managing trustee of a local trust

or frusts.

r'

has made suitable arrangements for its lT and data

fianaEement and has complied with proper practices in

doing so.
r'10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT

and clata management in accordance with proper

practices during the year under review.

3. We have assured ourselves lhat there are no matters

of actuai or potential non-compliance with laws,

regulations and Proper Practices that could have a

significant financiat effect on the ability of this

authority to conduct its business or manage its

finances.

9, (For local councils only) Trust funds including

charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing trustee

we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the

fund(s)lassets, including financial reporting and, if

required, indePendenl exanrinaticn ot audll.

*For any statemeni to which the response is 'no', an explan

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeting of the authoritY on:

and recorded as minute reference;

https ://settrin gtonparishcoun cil. gov. u k

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

approval was given:

Chair

Clerk

ation must be
published

to date and the information required by the Transparency code has been published
The authority website is uP

Annual Gr:vernance and Aocountability Return 2A25126 Form 2

Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 20251261or

Settrington Parish Council

I certifu that for the year ended 31 March 2A26 the
Accounting Statements in this Annual Governance and
Accountability Return have been prepared on either a
receipts and payments or income and expenditure basis
following the guidance in Governance and Accountability for
Smaller Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper
Practices and present fairly the financial position of this
authority.

Signed by Responsible FinancialOfficer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

I confiim that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved

Date

11,979 12,989
Total balances and reserves af fhe beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.

1. Balances brought
forward

7,000
Total amaunt of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 6,700

t{;:ti #3?
Total incame or receipts as recorded rn the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

1,444 1,469

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/anes and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

4. (-) Staff costs

Total expenditure ar payments af capital and interest
made during the year on the authoity's borrowings (if any)

5. (-) Loan interesVcapital
repayments * #

3,958
Total expenditure or paymenfs as recorded in the cash-
book less staff cosfs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

6. (-) All other payments
4,688

12,989 15,394
Total balances and reserves at fhe end of the year.
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+61.

7. (=) Balances carried
forward

L Total value of cash and
short term investments 12,999 15,394

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short brm investments held as at 31 March *
To agree with bank recanciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

10,553
The value of all the property the authority owns * it is made
up of all its fixed assels and long term investments as af
31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 llarch af all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide secfrbns 2.31 to 2.33.11. Do the figures in the accounting
statements above exclude any Trust
transactions?

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A25126 Form 2
Local Councils, lntemal Drainaqe Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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